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had originally the same significance ; that is, they may have
been designed to purge the city from demoniac influence by
diverting the attention of the demons from human beings to
the puppets and then toppling the whole uncanny crew, neck
and crop, into the river, which would soon sweep them far out
to sea.     In precisely the same way the natives of Old Cala-
bar used periodically to rid their town of the devils which
infested it by luring the unwary demons into a number of
lamentable scarecrows, which they afterwards flung into the
river.1    This interpretation of the Roman custom is supported
to some extent by the evidence of Plutarch, who speaks of
the ceremony as " the greatest of purifications,"2    However,
other explanations of the rite have been proposed : indeed
these  puppets  of rushes  have  been  a standing puzzle  to
Roman antiquaries in ancient and modern times.
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